

rnr* m 

UUL MS • M • M Pill I Vs 

Education in Gaming: Narrative as a 
Tool for Fostering Engagement 


Jennifer Young 

Producer, Designer, and Writer 
Pixelberry Studios 


□ 


SMARTPHONE & TABLET GAMES 

SUMMIT 


GAME DEVELOPERS CONFERENCE* 

M DSC ONE CENTER ■ SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
MARCH 2-6, 2015 ■ EXPO: MARCH 4-6, 2015 



SMARTPHONE 8 TABLET GAMES SUMMIT 



MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM 




SMARTPHONE 8 TABLET GAMES SUMMIT 


MARCH 2-6, 2015 GDCONF.COM 


«- * 


Overview 







Pixelberry Studios 
High School Story 
Extra Credit 
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Pixelberry Studios 


Our Vision 

Create successful games with 
heart 


Our Game 


High School Story (HSS) 
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Reach 


18.6 million downloads 
2.4 million MAU, 540K 
DAU 








(HSS) 


Performance 


iOS Free Top 5 
iOS Top Grossing #10 
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Engagement 








• Tutorial Completion, after launch: 87% 


•r 


User Retention, after launch: 


1 Day 

7-Day 

30-Day 

70% 

54% 

20% 










Nearly 50% of our team are writers! 
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Story in 

High School Story 


Create your own high school 


Put your friends in the game 

Go on high school adventures, 
like Prom and Homecoming! 
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Cyberbullying 


Worked with nonprofit 
Cybersmile 

Developed responsible, 
realistic quest that modeled 
positive behavior 
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THE CYBERSMILE FOUNDATION 

I THS- CySffiSViL'i/kJC- CMAdiTy 

5,000,000+ educated 
about cyberbullying 

1000s connected to 
counselors 




Body Image and Eating 
Disorders 


Worked with National Eating 
Disorder Association (NEDA) 


Storyline follows your friend 
Mia who is self-conscious 
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NEDA 

Feeding hope. 


800,000+ educated about 
eating disorders through the 
quest 

50,000+ connected to 
resources through NEDA 
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• College admissions more competitive 


\ 


SAT scores still a large part of application 
process 
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College admissions more competitive 

SAT scores still a large part of application 
process 


• Test prep courses are expensive 
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SAT prep and educational games can be a 
tough sell to teens 


• They focus on learning first and fun second 




We wanted to do the opposite 
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Teaching Vocabulary 


Teaching vocabulary without seeming overly 
too much like a lesson or breaking character 


• Want to teach in a way that: 

• Motivates 

• Interacts with words in context 

• Reinforces 
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The Extra Credit Feature 
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Meet Kallie 


New transfer student who 
loves to read and write 

Has a big vocabulary and 
teaches words through 
context 


L 
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Extra Credit Minigames 



GRUMPY 


BELLIGERENT 


3RD WORD 


CONTANKEROUS 


CANTANKEROUS 


AN M03ITY 


CRANKY 


DYSPEPTIC 


3RD WORD 


CANTANKEROUS 


ANIMOSITY 


ANIMOSITY 


CANTANKEROUS 

ov OS 


ANIMOSITY 


GRUMPY 


3RD WORD 
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Four-Part Structure 


* 


Node 1: 
Opening 
Story 
Challenge 




Node 4: 
Closing 
Story 
Challenge 


Node 2: 
Minigame 


Node 3: 
Other 
Minigame 
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hungry 


embarrassed 


iOS Simulator - iPhone 5 - iPhone 5 / iOS 8.1 (12B41 1) 


HWI5IMIE 


It must look like a five-year-old 
lives here! I'm absolutely 
mortified! 


BSQOQmmQwEa 


Points: 20 


You don t have to be... 

tired 




* J TyO® 


jealous 
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Four-Part Structure 


Node 1: 
Opening 
Story 
Challenge 





Node 4: 
Closing 
Story 
Challenge 


Node 2: 
Minigame 


Node 3: 
Other 
Minigame 
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1 % 
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^ pmGE ^ ™ & 

1000000 


High Scores 

Christina M. 
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Vocab Words 1 
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Four-Part Structure 


Node 1: 
Opening 
Story 
Challenge 




Node 4: 
Closing 
Story 
Challenge 


Node 2: 
Minigame 


Node 3: 
Other 
Minigame 
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frenetic 


ameliorated 


redundant 


iOS Simulator - iPhone 5 - iPhone 5 / iOS 8.1 (12B41 1) 


KwlWe 


Nope! We're just, uh, 
embarrassed that we started 
without you! 




■ 


Points: 20 


Yeah, we're really... 


mortified 
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Extra Credit Overall 


Miniqames 

Reinforces and encourages 
interactivity 


Story Challenges 
Motivates by connecting 
players to Kallie 
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andythenerdygamer Q 



I’m so close to unlocking her! The struggle is real man! 

#i don't have enough pencils though 


17 notes U 
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r.i 


kolivia4747 I 


Goddammit. I’ve always shipped Julian 
and Autumn since I started the game but 
the way Julian treats Kallie is precious. 

#1 DON'T KNOW WHO TO SHIP ANYMORE 

4 notes ^ U 


notsyrups 


Julian and Kallie are so cute i cant wait to 
add her so they can date 


#hss #high school story 
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#high school story #Julian #kallie 

2 notes ^ 


I was going to wait until I played more 
extra credit but I couldn’t wait any longer 

VQ 
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stash 


devise 



k 

I’ve never been to a party before! 

iv m 


Then we’d better that! 


improvise 



C/D 
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SHAMELESS PLUGS 

1. Q&A Session for New 
Writers 


2. Oliver Miao: How Our 
Game Saved a Life 

3. Hollywood U 


